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predecessors had done. The crafty Venetians, instead
of supporting the Vladika, were supplying his enemies
with provisions ; Potemkin, the favourite minister of
Catherine II. of Russia, not only refused him assist-
ance, but ordered him to quit St. Petersburg within
twenty-four hours. But, when Austria and Russia
declared war against Turkey in 1788, they were
anxious to use Montenegro as a catspaw. Austria
was particularly desirous of a Montenegrin alliance,
and offered in return to increase the area of the
principality beyond even its present limits. But
even the tempting offer of the Herzegovina, which is
still the " Naboth's vineyard " of Montenegro, did not
gain the active support of the Vladika, until Russia
had added her request to that of Austria. Meanwhile
the latter power, thinking that the redoubtable Kara
Mahmoud might be induced to revolt against the
Sultan, had sent an envoy to Scutari to treat with
him. The treacherous Pasha received the Austrians
well, but the escort, which he had sent with them,
murdered them on their way back by his orders.
The sole survivor of this massacre entreated the
Vladika to summon the nation to arms, and his
entreaties, seconded by those of Russia, prevailed.
But Montenegro had to fight, as usual, single-handed ;
the Austrian soldiers contented themselves with
looking on from the top of Mount Lovcen ; and
as soon as her great allies chose to make peace with
the Turks, Montenegro was worse than forgotten.
She was, indeed, mentioned in the Treaty of Sistova
but only as one of the revolted Turkish provinces !
Such a proceeding was to add insult to injury. But